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FEBRUARY, 1880. 


Self-Examination. 

A letter has recently been received from 
one of the Associations, lamenting the lack 
of enthusiasm in the work, and closing with 
this request, ‘‘ Pray for our Association, and 
if you know of any way to stir us up, let us 
know.” This expressed need cf ‘a stirring 
up” will meet with a sympathetic response 
in the hearts of many, many Christians and 
We do know of a 
way in which every Christian can become 
thoroughly awakened and enthuzed. There 
is a ‘stirring up” process whose efficiency 
is never-failing. 


Christian Associations. 


Enthusiasm, which is an 
indispensable element in Christian effort, 
comes only, and comes always, from the out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit. The spirit is 
never willingly withheld from any one, but is 
given more willingly than the gifts bestowed 
by earthly parents, If this be true, isn’t it a 
fact that when our work flags and interest 
wavers, the fault lies with us? Let us insti- 
tute a thorough heart-searching, a self-exam- 
ination, in the Association. 

There are several kinds of work which we 
These have been men- 
tioned again and again. They are the Prayer 
Meeting, Bible Study, Personal Work, Mis- 
sionary Meetings, and College Neighborhood 
Work. 


behalf of these several departments? 


What is your Association doing in 


take them up in order and consider them 
thoughtfully, and first let us consider the Col- 
lege prayer meeting. 

1. Do we have a Devotionai Committee 
who study the welfare of this meeting? 

z. Does the Committee appoint leaders 


Let us | 


regularly, and long enough beforehand to en- 
sure sufficient time for preparation ? 

3. Do we have a list of topics printed cn 
cards, and distributed among the students, 
not confining the distribution to the members, 
but sending the list to every student in col- 
lege ? 

4. Does the 
promptly ? 

5. Do we allow those fearful drags, those 
seasons of dead silence to occur in our meet- 
ings, when there are so many good hymns 
with which to break the spell, and when we 
have, or ought to have, in our hands an open 
Bible, full to overflowing with comforting 


meeting open and close 


promises, encouraging assurances, practical 
suggestions on every conceivable topic ? 

6. Do we vary the character of the prayer- 
meeting from time to time? 





It is a good 
idea to avoid any monotonous routine. Some- 
times let the meeting be almost exclusively 
devoted to prayer for others. Again, let us 
"confine our prayers to our own needs, Have 
| a Promise meeting occasionally, where those 
promises which have been found especially 
helpful to the individual members may be 
quoted. Have a Service of Song now and © 
then; and we have sometimes found an ex- 
perience meeting, or a meeting of confession, 
very profitable. 

7. Do we go to the meeting in a spirit of 
prayer, and continue therein during the entire 
service? 


| 

| &, Do we believe—do we fully realize that 
} 

Jesus of Nazareth is in our midst in every 


meeting? Do we grasp the blessed fact of 


| His personal presence ? Oh, that the scales 
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would fall from our eyes, that we could see 


Him in His beauty and realize His tender | 


sympathy in all our needs. 

We will continue this self-examination in 
future. Let us thoroughly consider one thing 
at a time. 


The Monthly Missionary Meeting. 
The monthly Buitetin, for February, of 
the Y. M. C, A. of Westminster College, 

Fulton, Mo., contains the following item: 
“Ic is with pleasure that we record another 


successful beginning. Our first Missionary 


meeting was held in our room on a recent | 


Sabbath. The attendance was good, and the 


service amply repaid the interest evinced. | 


Mr. H. C. Evans read a brief but interesting 
paper on the general progress of mission work 
to the close of the gth century. Mr. George 
Buckle, now preparing for a foreign field, 
read a more extensive paper portraying with 
clearness and power the various mission fields 
of the Presbyterian Church, 

** Monthly meetings of the same character 
will be held throughout the College year, and 
if the Committee furnishes us regularly with 


papers of such interest and value the success | 


of our missionary studies will be secured,” 
The reading of the above suggests the 
question, How many College Associations 
conduct Monthly Missionary Meetings? Are 
any of us willing to deliberately neglect this 
work, which is, in reality, the most important 
work of the Church? If your Association 
has not yet started the Missionary Meeting, 


will you at once seriously consider the ques- | 


It may be asked, How can 
We 


tion of so doing? 
we make this department a success? 
would reply: 

1. Let the regular prayer meeting be de- 
voted to the subject of Missions once a month. 

z. Appoint a Missionary Committee, who 
shall have special oversight of the work. 

3. Let the Committee suggest topics for 
the mectings, and a»point leaders a sufficient 
time beforehand to ensure thorough prepara- 


ties, it would be well to have two persons 


| 
make special preparation upon different phases 


of the same topic on the same evening. 

4. The leader can easily secure information 

from Missionary magazines, biography, &c. 
5. It would be well for the Committee to 

mark out some special course, selecting the 

_various Mission fields in a prescribed order, 


interspersing the course with biographical 


sketches. Indeed, it would be well to have 
one student prepare himself at every meeting 
upon the life of some individual missionary 
| prominently connected with the Mission field 
which is being presented. 

6. The three questions to be considered in 
the discussion of any Mission field are: 

(1.) What are the peculiar characteristics 
of the field ? 

(z.) What methods are employed by the 


missionary in prosecuting the work ? 
(3.) What are the results ? 


7. Let earnest prayer be offered for the 


special field presented. 

Other suggestions will present themselves as 
the work is developed. Whenever a practical 
idea occurs, utilize it at once. 

And now, fellow-students, will you move in 


this matter? If one man in each College wil! 
consecrate himself to do “ this one thing,” viz.: 
| stimulate interest in behalf of Missions, Home 
,and Foreign, among his fellow-students, it 


won’t be long until the prayer the Church is 


offering for men and means for the missionary 
work will be abundantly answered. 


Work in the University of Tennessee. 


Mr. Cowan has just furnished us with a hand- 
somely printed copy of the “ Third Annual 
Report of the Y.M.C.A,” in this institution, 
The report was read at the Anniversary Meet- 
ing of the Association, Sabbath evening, Feb. 
ist. It contains a brief and yet complete 

| statement of the several features of work car- 
ried on by the Association, including Work 
, at the Rooms, the Young Men’s Meeting, the 


| Reading Room, the Reception given to new 
| Students at the beginning of the college year, 
| and the Special Seasons of Prayers which have 











been ob 
indicate 
the insti 
requeste 
Associa! 
eminent 
work be 
a simila 
in the c 
lent resi 
If we 
we mus 
doing. 
Associa 
several 
Christia 
cerning 
not kno 
Fellow | 
must di 
first thi 
new stt 
men ot 
work, c 


tian Ass 


Corns 
College 
State S 
spent a 
in this | 

The 
of the e: 
vpon th 
duildings 

Hami 
Secreta 
tgates t 
Christi 
The inf 
of the 
There i 
will re 
We ask 
all Coll 





yhases 


ation 
&e. 

ee to 
g the 
yrder, 
vhical 
have 
reting 
onary 


1 field 
‘ed in 
ristics 


y the 


r the 


ves as 


ctical 


ve in 
e will 
<A 

V1Z.: 
tome 
ts, it 
rch is 


onary 


ee. 

hand- 
nnual 
ution, 
Meet- 
, Feb. 
nplete 
k car- 
W ork 
g, the 
> new 
year, 
) have 








COLLEGE BULLETIN. 3 


been observed from time to time. The Report | 
indicates a most hopeful condition of things in 


the institution during the past year. We have 
requested Mr. Cowan to furnish each College 
Association Secretary with a copy. It is an | 
eminently practical way in which to bring the 
work before the attention of the students and 
asimilar move in every College Association 
in the country would be attended with excel- 
lent results, 


If we expect to interest students in our work 


we must let them know what we are actually 


doing. We heard of a College lately with an | 


Association which has been in organization for 
several years, and yet a student, a professing 
Christian, when spoken to by some one con- 
cerning the Association, replied, that “‘ he did 
not know there was an Association in College.” 
Fellow Students, this ought not so to be. We 


must do our work in such a manner that the 


first thing which will attract the attention of 
new students will be the band of Christian 
men organized to do aggressive Christian 
work, called the College Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association, 


College Items, 

Cornell University, IrHaca, N. Y.—The 
College Secretary, accompanied by Mr. Hall, 
State Secretary of New York Y. M. C. A., 
spent a Sabbath recently with the Association 


in this Institution. 


The meetings were well attended in spite 


of the exceedingly fierce winds which prevailed 
upon the high hill tops where the University 
buildings are located. 


Hamilton College, Cuinron, N. Y.—The 


Secretary writes: ‘‘ We have appointed del- | 


egates to the State Convention at Rochester. 


Christian work among us is quite energetic. 
The influences derived from the outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit last winter are still felt. 
There is earnest prayer continually that God | 
will renew the blessings we enjoyed then. 
We ask.to be remembered in the prayers of | 
all College Associations, , 


Blair Presbyterian Academy, Biairstown, 
N. J.—The Day of Prayer for Colleges was 
observed in this institution, A great deal of 
personal work was done, and with che most 
encouraging results the Secretary informs us, 


Williams College, Wituamsrown, Mass. 
—A revival is in progress in this institution. 

Maryland Agricultural College, Cottrce 
Sration.—A, student writes: ‘* The Chris- 
tian students here are willing to do all they 
can in order to promote Christianity, and 
have concluded to organize a College Associa- 
tion.” 

The Colleges will receive this news gladly, 
and we shall watch with interest the progress 
of the work at this point. 


University of North Carolina, Cuarer 
Hitt.—An encouraging report comes from 
the Association here. A great deal of per- 
sonal work was done on the Day of Prayer. 

Carleton College, Norrurietp, Minn.— 
The President writes: ‘‘ The Day of Prayer 
was observed here with unusual interest. 
Much earnest work was done, and some of 
our students have been converted.” 

Hope College, Hottanp, Micu.—The Sec- 
“Our 


In addition to the Association meet- 


retary writes: Association numbers 
thirty. 


ings, we carry on two Sabbath Schools and a 


| prayer meeting a few miles out of the city. 


We were greatly strengthened by the exer- 
cises in connection with the Day of Prayer.” 

Central Normal College, Danvitre, Inv. 
—The following comes from this recently 
organized Association: ‘‘ The suggestion to 
spend the Day of Prayer for Colleges in per- 
sonal work was presented to our Association, 
and thirty members promised to observe it in 
this way. I believe every one kept his word. 
While there were no public meetings, there 
was much private prayer, and I believe we 
shall be blessed with a revival of religion in 


| the near future.” 


Ohio University, Aruens.—The students 
have decided to organize an Association at 
this point. A great deal of earnestness in the 


work is manifested by the Christian students, 











4 





Wooster University, Wooster, Oxnto.— 
The Secretary sends the following item to the 


Butretin: ‘* We have had a series of excel* 


lent meetings during the past week, and ex- | 


pect to continue them during the rest of this 
week, 
interest manifested is very encouraging. We 
are being awakened ourselves, which is the 
first step forward, 

Dennison University, Granvitte, O410.— 
The Secretary writes: ‘The Day of Prayer 
We followed the suggestions 
A great revival 


was observed, 
concerning personal work. 
of religion is in progress here, and many are 
turning to Christ.” 


Berea College, Berea, Ky.—The follow- 


ing has been received from the Secretary of | tive Committee of that State. He will begin 
“The Day of Prayer was | in Nashville, Feb. 21; will visit the col- 


this Association : 
observed. Our Association held a meeting 
in the morning in which there was a unani- 
mous consent on the part of the members to 
speak during the day to some unconverted 
fellow student. In the evening we held 
another meeting, the theme of which was 
* Personal Responsibilty.’? Many requests for 
prayer were sent in, showing that our labor 
during the day had not been in vain, Pray 
for us.” 

Greenville and Tusculum College, Tus- 
cutum, ‘I'enn.—The Secretary writes as fol- 
lows :—** I feel that Association has 
done an excellent work to-day among the 
unconverted of our College. I believe, that 
by prayer and faith, many hearts have been 
consecrated to the service of God. Our As- 
sociation was filled at the prayer meeting 
which was the most interesting meeting we 
have held this term.” 


Princeton College, New Jersey. —- There 


our 


is unusual religious interest at present among | 


the students. The mectings are largely at- 
tended. A great deal of p:rsonal work is be- 
ing done, and much earnest prayer is offered, 
There have already been several conversions. 
Fellow students, pray for us. 

Medical Department of Penn. Universi- 
ty, PaiaverrHia. — The Secretary reports 


Our attendance has >een large, and | 
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progress in the work of this new Association, 





Speaking of a meeting recently held, he says; 





‘** Among those who participated was one who 






has been, I believe, thoroughly converted, a 





a result of the meetings we have held this 





That is accomplishing a great deal, 





winter,”’ 








if one soul is worth more than a world as was 
asserted by Christ. 

University of Mississippi, Oxrorp,— 
Chancellor Stewart writes that a revival is in 
progress in this University, in which sixty or 
seventy students have professed conversion. 
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The College Secretary intends to make a 





tour of tne Colleges of ‘Tennessee, in respons: 
to an invitation from the Y. M. C. A. Execu: 
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We would call the especial attention of 
students to the remarkable array of testimony 
as to the results of personal work. In accord 
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Letin many College Associations devoted th 
Day of Prayer to individual effort among th 






unconverted, and many conversions are re 





ported as a consequence. ‘Truly, our labor 





| not in vain in the Lord. 






The Cortece Buttetin is published unde 
the auspices of the International Committee ¢ 
Young Men’s Christian Associations, the cen 
tral office of which is in New York, corner 4th 
Avenue and 23d Street, Richard C. Morse 









General Secretary. William Libbey, Jr., o 
| Princeton College, is the member of the Com 





| mittee specially entrusted with the Colleg 
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